PEOPLE IN THE POEM
APOSTLES
- Andrew The quiet apostle and silent worker. A fisherman and brother of Simon Peter.
- Bartholomew (Nathanael) A “true Israelite”. Elderly, traditional, stubborn yet wise.
- James of Alphaeus (Cousin of Jesus) With Jesus was home-schooled by Mary. Given a special mission by Jesus to later become head of the Church in Jerusalem.
- James (of Zebedee) Fisherman and brother of John. Companion with John and Peter at the Transfiguration and near Jesus at His Agony in the Garden. Impulsive, and one of the “Sons of Thunder”. Martyred before Mary’s Assumption, She described him as “just and heroical”.
- John Jesus’ beloved apostle who recognized Jesus as the “Lamb of God”. A pure and innocent young man, yet impulsive like his brother James as one of the “Sons of Thunder”. John has a central role in many encounters with Judas, with Peter and James at the Transfiguration and near Jesus in His Agony in the Garden, and with Mary at Her Assumption. He is the “athlete of love”, has the “soul of a child”, and Mary calls him the “apostle of Love”.
- Judas Iscariot (Judas of Kerioth) The apostle who was very changeable and disruptive and who had all the help and love Jesus and Mary could give him. Jesus told His apostles they would learn much from Judas as they would encounter many like him. Judas freely chose to associate with Jesus’ enemies, ultimately became possessed by Satan, and his betrayal of Jesus was followed by his despair and suicide – after which Mary called him “the Satanic liar”.
- Judas Thaddeus (Cousin of Jesus) Also with Jesus was home-schooled by Mary. Somewhat prejudiced and forthright he openly challenged Judas Iscariot and his behaviour. Mary described him as “noble and loyal”.
- Matthew (Formerly Levi the tax-collector) First noticed Jesus and secretly sent Him money for distributing to the poor. He became an elderly and wise apostle and recorder, and Mary described him as “humble – strove to be unnoticed”.
- Nathanael (See Bartholomew)
- Peter (Simon) A fisherman who became the chosen leader of the apostles and the Church’s first Pontiff. Peter was very impulsive, and he loved Jesus. He learned to contain his annoyance with Judas Iscariot, and was with John and his brother James at the Transfiguration and near Jesus at His Agony in the Garden. His remorse after having abandoned Jesus at His Crucifixion was followed by repentance and Jesus’ forgiveness, and became a lesson in humility to pass on to others who had also failed.
- Philip Meets Jesus while with Bartholomew, and Jesus had a number of encounters with his family in Bethsaida – near where Peter lived. One of his daughters became a virgin-disciple of Jesus, and Philip was described by Mary as a “traditionalist”.
- Simon the Zealot A Syrian of high standing who lived in Bethany near Lazarus and his sisters Martha and Mary Magdalene. Became an apostle after being cured by Jesus of leprosy. His wisdom was outstanding and often demonstrated as a father-figure and a peace-maker, and with his compassion for Jesus. Mary called him “the prudent one”.
- Thomas (the Twin, Didymus) A man of many talents – goldsmith, poet and cook – he first met Jesus in the company of Judas Iscariot. Somewhat of a fatalist, he had a mind of his own, and found it impossible to believe that Jesus had risen – till he saw for himself. In all of this, after Her assumption, Mary described him as a “peaceful one”.
and

- Matthias (who replaced Judas Iscariot as a twelfth apostle) When electing a new apostle just before Pentecost, Peter said this had to be someone who had been with them throughout Jesus’ public life. They chose Matthias, one of the twelve shepherds who visited Jesus at His Birth (he was then called Tobias), and whom later was searched for and found by Jesus at the commencement of His public life. Matthias became a loving disciple of John the Baptist and then of Jesus, and with the other surviving shepherds was present at His Crucifixion and at His Ascension.
SHEPHERD DISCIPLES
[There were twelve at Jesus’ Birth.) At the beginning of His public life, Jesus searched for and found ten still living – and they became His disciples and were present at His Crucifixion and at His Ascension.]
Benjamin; Daniel; Elias (Assisted Mary and Joseph on the road to Bethlehem); Isaac (Cured of a debilitating illness by Jesus, Isaac became a “first disciple” and in regular contact with Him – and died of grief soon after Jesus’ Ascension); John (A disciple of John the Baptist); Jonah (A very ill and virtual slave of a cruel landowner, he was ransomed by Jesus, and taken to Nazareth where he died in the presence of Mary and Jesus); Jonathan (A trusted servant of Chuza and Johanna, he became a protector of the women disciples on Calvary); Joseph (Died during the slaughter by King Herod of the Holy Innocents - his son Joseph joined with the remaining shepherds as a disciple of Jesus, and eventually became the unsuccessful candidate (Matthias was the chosen one) for the selection of a “twelfth apostle”, replacing Judas Iscariot); Levi (The young boy who was the first shepherd to see the angel announcing the Birth of Jesus, and the first to kiss the Baby Jesus’ dress); Matthias [(formerly known as Tobias, he was chosen as the twelfth apostle (see last entry in “APOSTLES” above)]; Samuel (Died subsequent to Jesus’ Birth, his scattered remains were later identified by Jesus and some other shepherds); and Simeon (A disciple of John the Baptist and a witness of the Baptist’s death).
THE THREE WISE MEN* (MAGI)
Assured only by astronomical calculations and faith in the advent of the coming “Messiah”. they set out separately from three different faraway countries, each following the same star by a miracle of God, they met beyond the Dead sea and understood each other’s language. Arriving at Jerusalem they visited Herod, and were directed to Bethlehem where they presented themselves – and their gifts - to Mary, Joseph and the Baby Jesus. Warned in a dream about Herod, they returned from whence they came, by a different route.
*Their names were Gaspar, Melchor and Baldazar – see Notebooks 1943, p. 518.
RELATIVES OF JESUS

- Alphaeus (Brother of Joseph) Married to Mary of Alphaeus (known in the Gospels as Mary of Clopas), and father of the apostles James and Judas Thaddeus, and two other sons – Simon and Joseph, a very ill Alphaeus was bitter with the adult Jesus for leaving His widowed Mother alone at home and going away evangelizing, Providentially, he had a reconciliation with Jesus just before he died.
- James of Alphaeus (Jesus’ cousin) (See in Apostles)

- Joseph A young adult friend of Mary’s parents at the time of Mary’s birth, about fifteen years later Joseph was chosen from other men to be the spouse of a young Mary, sharing with Her his vow of virginity. Maria Valtorta vividly describes their betrothal, Joseph’s dismay and torment when he discovers that Mary is with Child – before his understand that the Child is Jesus - the Birth of Jesus, the Presentation in the Temple, the flight from Herod into Egypt, the loss and finding of the twelve-year-old Jesus in the Temple, and Joseph’s death in the presence of Jesus and Mary shortly before Jesus begins His public life.
- Joseph (Cousin of Jesus) Brother of Simon and of Jesus’ apostle-cousins James and Judas Thaddeus, Joseph became very hostile and angry with Jesus for going away evangelizing – instead of being at home with Mary – but there was a reconciliation with Jesus shortly before His Passion and Death.
- Judas Thaddeus (See in Apostles)

- Mary of Alphaeus (Jesus’ aunt - also known as Mary Clopas) Wife of Alphaeus and mother of Simon and Joseph and of Jesus’ apostle-cousins James and Judas Thaddeus, she was a devoted sister-in-law and constant companion of Our Lady, and became a loyal women-disciple of Jesus.
- Simon (Cousin of Jesus) Brother of Jesus’ apostle-cousins James and Judas Thaddeus, Simon was influenced by his other brother Joseph in his criticism of Jesus, for being away evangelizing and not at home with His Mother. However there was an early reconciliation with Jesus, expedited by Jesus’ curing of Simon’s son, and Simon became a brave disciple to Jesus.
ROMANS

- Caesar Augustus (Emperor) At a peaceful time in his empire, he ordered the Census whereby Joseph and Mary – both being descendants of King David - were required to travel to Bethlehem, where Jesus was born on the night of their arrival.
- Claudia Pontius Pilate’s wife – protected Jesus despite attempted influence from Judas Iscariot; tried to dissuade Pilate from sentencing Jesus; was present on Calvary; and later went to Caesarea.
- Longinus The centurion in charge of Jesus’ execution, Longinus showed compassion for Mary and Jesus along the Way of the Cross, and was visibly moved by Jesus’ suffering during the Crucifixion. He made sure Mary couldn’t see him when he pierced Jesus’ side with the spear, and he later visited Mary and presented Her with the spear. Afterwards he became a Christian and attended the first Mass.
- Lydia Had early contact with Mary Magdalene; became a follower of Jesus; and later went to Caesarea with Claudia.
- Plautina Also became a follower of Jesus – who appeared to her after His Resurrection; and later went to Caesarea with Claudia.
- Pontius Pilate The Roman Pro-Consul and representative of Tiberius Caesar. Was present in Jerusalem and reluctantly officiated at the sentencing of Jesus to His Crucifixion. He was later censured by Rome for his handling of the situation.
- Tiberius Caesar (Emperor) During the trials which preceded His Passion, Jesus was portrayed by members of the Sanhedrin as seekng to be a king – which would be a threat to Caesar. This argument was put to Pilate before Jesus was sentenced to death.
- Valeria Became a devoted follower of Jesus after her baby Faustina was cured by Jesus. She was persuaded by Mary to grant freedom to a young slave-girl Aurea Galla, and was counseled by Jesus concerning her marriage difficulties.
WOMEN DISCIPLES
- Eliza Was a friend of child Mary, and after losing her own family, she became a mother-figure to Jesus and the apostles during Jesus’ public life.
- Johanna A well-to-do wife of Chuza – the influential servant of Herod – she was cured of sickness by Jesus, and later Jesus arranged that she and Chuza adopt two little destitute children. She owned property in Jerusalem and figured prominently in supporting the women disciples at the time of Jesus Passion – despite suffering deep depression herself.
- Martha Sister of Mary Magdalene and Lazarus, she was distressed at the Magdalene’s life-style and overjoyed by her conversion. Martha was the “practical” sister, a devoted disciple of Jesus and a hostess to Jesus and His apostles during their visits to Bethany.
- Mary of Alphaeus Jesus’ aunt and wife of Joseph’s brother Alphaeus (also known in the Gospels as Mary of Clopas), she suffered because of the opposition to Jesus by two of her four sons (Simon and Joseph), was a loving sister-in-law and companion to Our Lady before, during and after Jesus’ Passion.
- Mary Magdalene The well-known sinner, prostitute and property owner of an estate at Magdala, she was the sister of Martha and Lazarus. Helped by their prayers and to the amazement of others, she experienced a wonderful conversion – to become Jesus’ strongest woman disciple, the anointer of His feet by her tears and balms, the fearless opponent of Jesus’ enemies before and during His Crucifixion, and the “announcer” to the apostles and disciples of Jesus’ Resurrection.
- Mary Salome Mother of Apostles John and James, and wife of Zebedee, she was very proud of her two sons (asking Jesus that He give them special seats in Heaven), and was a faithful woman disciple.
- Nike (Veronica) A widow who owned a farm in Jericho (where she gave hospitality to Jesus and the apostles), and a house in Jerusalem. She gave Jesus a linen cloth which He pressed to His Face on the way to Calvary, and she gave the cloth to Mary that night – just after Mary, in utter grief, had prayed to see Jesus’ Face again. And Jesus’ Face “came alive” on the cloth for Mary.
- Susanna The bride of the Marriage Feast at Cana – later cured by Jesus of an illness, and became one of His women disciples.


OTHER SIGNIFICANT CHARACTERS IN THE POEM

Abel (See Cain and Abel)
Adam and Eve Jesus gave many dictations about our First Parents – their circumstances as pure creations of God, the consequences for all humanity emanating from their pride and disobedience, and the mystical substitution of Jesus and Mary, as antithesis for Adam and Eve, in God’s plan of Redemption.
Aglae (Veiled woman) Aglae was a prostitute, encountered by Jesus at Hebron, who later followed Jesus – veiled to preserve her anonymity - to listen to his teachings. Encouraged by the quiet Andrew, she made her peace with Jesus, and later, when asked where she went, Jesus replied: “God only knows”. 
Alphaeus (Brother of Joseph) Father of four sons – including Jesus’ two apostle-cousins – Alphaeus was bitter about the life Jesus was leading, particularly as this was enticing away James and Judas Thaddeus. But there was a conversion and reconciliation on his death-bed.
Andrew (See Apostles – Andrew)

Anna of Phanuel A mentor of the Child Mary in the Temple in Jerusalem, Anne was present at the Presentation of the Baby Jesus, foreshadowing that God will help Mary in Her prophesied and future sufferings with Jesus.
Annaleah After being cured of tuberculosis, she broke off her engagement to Samual and consecrated her life to Jesus as a virgin-disciple. Knowing His prophesied fate as the Messiah, she asked that she would not live to see Him die. This request was granted, on Palm Sunday.
Annas (Father-in-law of High Priest Caiaphas) Known to John the apostle, Annas had ruled over the Sanhedrin, was very protective of his son-in-law. and was an active participant in the trials of Jesus during the night preceding His Crucifixion.
Anne & Joachim (Parents of Mary) Living in Nazareth and a devoted, prayerful and childless couple, in their old age they “prayed for a child, and they got the Mother of God”. Mary’s birth was preceded by a violent storm, and followed by a huge rainbow and other celestial phenonema.
Aurea Galla (Young slave girl) Owned by the Roman woman Valeria, Jesus had secured her temporary guardianship. In an epic journey to Tiberias with Her sister-in-law Mary of Alphaeus, Mary secures the girl’s freedom and she is sent away with two of Jesus’ women disciples.
Bartholmai (Man born with no eyes) On a Sabbath day, Jesus rubs mud in Bartholmai’s eyes and tells him to wash them in the in the Siloam Pool – which he does, and he is cured. There is much hostility from two well-to-do men, which is countered by Joseph of Arimathea, who exposes Judas Iscariot as a contriver to the situation. In a later scene Jesus meets up with a joyful Bartholmai.
Bartholomew (See in Apostles)

Caiaphas (High Priest) Conspired with Judas in Jesus’ betrayal, and presided at Jesus’ trial before Jesus is sent to Pilate.
Cain and Abel Sons of Adam and Eve, foreshadowers of Judas and Jesus.
Chuza (Husband of Johanna & rich courtier of Herod) Wealthy and influential servant of Herod, became a confidant of Jesus – eventually dismissed by Herod.
Claudia (See in Romans)

Disma (the Good Thief) Initially abusive with other thief at the Crucifixion, but became repentant and was forgiven by Jesus while both were dying on the Cross.
Doras Pharisee and landowner who was cruel to his slave-peasants, especially to the old shepherd Jonah whom Jesus eventually ransomed with Simon the Zealot’s help. Died a shocking and unrepentant death in front of Jesus.
Dorcas Her dying baby was revived by Jesus at Caesarea Philippi, and she became a disciple of Jesus.
Elizabeth (See Zacharias & Elizabeth)
Eve (See Adam and Eve)
Gamaliel (Rabbi) With 12-year-old Jesus in Temple, and interacted with Jesus many times during His public life. Was never quite sure that Jesus was the Prophesied Messiah, and defended Him during the Passion events – until his change of heart at Jesus’ Death.  Argued strongly with Saul (later Paul) in Stephen’s defence before Stephen’s martyrdom, and in his old age he visited Mary and John and became a Christian.
(King) Herod Antipas The king who married his brother Philip’s wife Herodias, and later had John the Baptist beheaded. He became curious and somewhat afraid of Jesus, and later figured in Jesus’ Passion trials. (See also Herodias, and Salome)
(King) Herod the Great After a visit by the Three Wise Men, he ordered the slaughter of the Holy Innocents, but Jesus escaped to Egypt with Joseph and Mary.
Herodias Wife of King Herod Antipas, participated in arranging the beheading of John the Baptist. (See also Herod, and Salome)
Hillel (Rabbi) An old, wise and revered doctor present at the examination of the 12-year-old Jesus, who later died and whose tomb the adult Jesus visited during His public life.
Jairus of Capernaum A Synagogue leader, whose daughter Jesus raised from the dead.
James of Alphaeus (Jesus’ cousin) (See in Apostles; and in Relatives of Jesus)

James of Zebedee (See in Apostles)

JESUS A detailed an account of His life – from the Annunciation to His appearances after the Resurrection – given as visions and dictations to Maria Valtorta, and assembled in 652 chronological order chapters.
Johanna (See in Women Disciples)

John (See in Apostles)

John the Baptist Son of Mary’s cousin Elizabeth and her husband Zacharias. Leapt in Elizabeth’s womb during Mary’s visit, Grew up to become the prophet, precursor and baptizer of Jesus the Messiah. His disciples joined Jesus after John was beheaded by King Herod.
John of Endor (Formerly Felix) An elderly former teacher and converted sinner. Mentor of the boy Marjiam. Sent away secretly to Antioch, with Syntyche, a former slave – for their own protection. Received apparitions of Jesus there, before and after Resurrection.
Joseph (See in Relatives of Jesus)
Joseph (Cousin of Jesus) (See in Relatives of Jesus - Simon and Joseph)
Joseph of Arimathea A wealthy landowner, Pharisee and secret disciple of Jesus. A friend of Lazarus and Nicodemus, he opposed members of the Sanhedrin at Jesus’ Passion trials. Provided his own Sepulchre for Jesus’ Body, his Gethsemane garden for Mary and John after the Resurrection, and later helped to deliver the Holy Shroud to Mary.
Judas Iscariot (See in Apostles)

Judas Thaddeus (See in Apostles;  and in Relatives of Jesus)

Lazarus A wealthy owner of land in Bethany, Jerusalem and many other places, brother of Mary Magdalene and Martha, and friend of Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea.  He became a devoted friend and confident to Jesus, and a strong challenger to members of the Sanhedrin – especially as he had strong connections with the Romans. After much suffering he died and was raised from the dead by Jesus – which started a chain of events leading to Jesus’ final arrest, trials and Crucifixion. After the Resurrection he provided a home for Mary and John on his property in Gethsemane, where he and Joseph of Arimathea later delivered the Holy Shroud to Mary.
Longinus (See in Romans)
Lucifer (See Satan - Fallen Angels)
Manaen A wealthy and influential steward of King Herod, he became secret disciple, protector and defender of Jesus. After the Resurrection he had a falling out with Herod, and became a participant in the emergence of the early Church.
Maria Valtorta Given the name (“Little John”) by Jesus, Maria was the prolific and faithful recorder of the visions and dictations given to her over about nine years from 1943 to 1951, while bedridden for 26 years in a front room of her house in Viareggio, Italy. She was an invalid (a virtual paraplegic) and a “victim soul”, who offered her life and work amid great sufferings for the conversion of sinners, 
Marjiam (Formerly Jabez, later Martial) A young destitute orphan boy, cared for by Jesus and His apostles, and subsequently adopted by Simon Peter and his wife Porphiria. Marjiam figured prominently in many events during Jesus public life – especially in one encounter with Jesus Who explained His daily prayer life – and how it varied at different times of the day.
Martha (See in Women Disciples)
MARY A comprehensive account of the life, sufferings and mission of the Mother of Jesus – from before Her birth till after Her Assumption into Heaven – given to Maria Valtorta as visions and dictations
Mary of Alphaeus (Also known as Mary Clopas) (See in Women Disciples)
Mary Magdalene (See in Women Disciples)
Mary Salome (See in Women Disciples)
Mary of Simon (Mother of Judas Iscariot) A tragic figure who sorrowfully shared with Jesus and Mary her growing concern for her wayward son as the time for Jesus’ Passion drew near. She was one of the first whom Jesus appeared to after his Resurrection, asking her to share with Him the great sorrow for unconverted sinners.
Matthew (See in Apostles)

Matthias (See in Apostles - 12th Apostle)

Nathanael (See Apostles – Bartholomew)
Nicodemus The wealthy landowner and Pharisee, friend of Lazarus and Joseph of Arimathea, who became a disciple of Jesus after meeting secretly with Him early in His public life. Nicodemus opposed the Sanhedrin members at Jesus trials during Passion week and at Stephen’s subsequent persecution and martyrdom, and while remaining a “secret” disciple he participated in the formation of the early Church.
Nike (Veronica) (See in Women Disciples)
Paul (See Saul)
Peter (See in Apostles, See also Porphirea)

Philip (See in Apostles)

Philip (Brother of Herod Antipas) Betrayed by his wife who married his brother Herod, Philip lived in a castle at Caesarea Philippi. He was said to be very fond of true Rabbis and to have had respect for Jesus – although there is no record of their having met.
Photinai The adulterous Samaritan “woman at the well”, whom Jesus met, conversed with, and converted – causing consternation to His apostles.
Pilate (See in Romans)

Porphirea (Peter’s wife) The quiet and very shy woman whom Peter and Jesus loved, but who remained in the background until permission was given by Jesus for them to adopt the orphan boy Marjiam.
Sabea (Prophetess)
Sadoc (Scribe)
Salome (Daughter of Herod’s wife Herodias) A scheming and seductive woman whose dancing enticed Herod to offer her a gift of her choice, which became – on her mother’s urging – the head of John the Baptist on a platter. Later she staged a tempting but unsuccessful episode to seduce Jesus.
Samuel (Jesus’ would-be Assassin) He encounters Jesus in a mountain cave but does not recognize Him – and Jesus peacefully converts him into a peaceful follower.
Satan (Lucifer) Ever-present during Jesus’ public life – from the open appearance in Jesus’ “Temptation in the Desert”, to numerous hidden influences within possessed people whom Jesus cured: with Mary Magdalene before her conversion, and especially with the complete possession of Judas Iscariot at the time of Jesus’ Passion.
Saul (Later Paul) A learned Jewish Pharisee who became a prominent persecutor of Christians, and active participant – despite opposition from Rabbi Gamaliel – in the trial and martyrdom of Stephen.
Simeon The old man at Baby Jesus’ Presentation at the Temple – who prophesied to Mary that “a sword would pierce Her heart”.
Simon (Cousin of Jesus) (See in Relatives of Jesus)
Simon the Pharisee Host of the banquet to which Jesus was invited, Simon was embarrassed and critical when the newly converted Mary Magdalene came and washed Jesus’ feet. Later in Jesus’ public life, after being accused by Jesus for being very cruel to his old father Elianna, Simon was reported as having become insane.
Simon the Zealot (See in Apostles)

Stephen Loved by Gamaliel, Stephen became a disciple of Jesus. After Jesus’ Ascension he became the first Christian martyr, and was stoned to death in the presence of Saul (later Paul).
Syntyche (Former slave of Valerian) A very learned and eloquent Greek woman, she became a devoted disciple of Jesus, and was sent as a missionary to Antioch with John of Endor, to escape persecution by Jesus’ enemies.
Thomas (See in Apostles)

“Veronica” (See in Women Disciples)

Valerian (See in Romans)
Woman at the Well (See Photinae)
Zacchaeus - from Jericho A tax collector and sinner, who was converted by Jesus, and became a means of conversion for many other wayward men in Jericho.
Zacharias & Elizabeth Elizabeth was Mary’s elderly cousin, and with Zacharias her husband they conceived a child in their old age – John the Baptist. Mary paid an extended visit to a pregnant Elizabeth while She Herself was pregnant with Jesus. 
Zebedee Married to Mary Salome and father of the apostles John and James, he was a fisherman who had dealings with Annas and Caiaphas (the High Priests) in Jerusalem.
